but as alcohol. The action of alcohol on the blood differs according to the concentration and quantity of the alcohol, and according to the duration of its action and the temperature. The crystallization of hajmoglobin under the influence of alcohol does not depend on the action of oxygen. Blood from an animal under the influence of alcohol coagulates more slowly, and yields less fibrin than 375 normal blood. Alcohol causes the amoeboid movements of the white corpuscles to cease, and at a certain concentration dissolves both them and the red ones. Alcohol added to arterial blood retards putrefaction ; but arterial blood from an intoxicated animal decomposes more quickly than normal blood. The acceleration of the heart's action by alcohol is followed by a retardation. The arterial blood-pressure is at first increased and then diminished by alcohol.
The rapidity of the blood-current in the carotid is at first increased and then diminished. Respiration is accelerated by small doses of alcohol, but rendered slow by large ones.
Alcohol causes lowering of the bodily temperature. Reflex movements, the excitability of motor and sensory nerves, and the power of muscular contraction, are at first increased and then diminished by alcohol. The quantity of chyle from the thoracic duct, and the amount of secretion of the gastric juice, are at first increased and then diminished. The quantity of the urine, and the secretion of saliva from the submaxillary gland are increased.
The action of ethyl-alcohol on the nervous system is direct, and not caused by changes of the blood or of the circulation.
Methyl-, propyl-, butyl-, and amyl-alcohols act similarly to ethyl-alcohol, but differ from each other in the intensity of their action. The difference in the intensity of the action of the monatomic saturated alcohols stands in intimate relation to the difference in their composition. Thus, methyl-alcohol acts less intensely than ethyl-alcohol, whilst propyl-, butyl-, and amyl-alcohols act in the ascending scale much more strongly. 
